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Statistics since Inception
Tips 16,196
Arrests 1,127
Cases Solved 2,107
Weapons 
Recovered

92

Property 
Recovered

$2,644,447

Drugs Seized $18,006,613

Rewards 
Authorized

$165,696

Rewards Paid $56,690
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Cal Millar - Praising our partners was the key 
message Halton Crime Stoppers delivered during 
the celebration of January as Crime Stoppers 
Month.

Since 1988, when the program began in this region, 
Halton Crime Stoppers has worked closely with 
various organizations and agencies to improve 
the safety and security for residents of Burlington, 
Oakville, Milton and Halton Hills. 

“Crime Stoppers is also much more effective 
because of the cooperation it receives from 
various partners who establish initiatives to alert 
people about crime concerns or fund projects that 
directly tackle criminal activity in the community,” 

said Detective Constable Paul Proteau, Coordinator of Halton’s Crime Stoppers 
Program. “Partnerships formed within the community, through the media or with 
the police, are truly the lifeblood of Crime Stoppers. They create the awareness that 
generates the tips to help solve crime.”

Halton Crime Stoppers planned a Jan. 11 reception in the Bronte Room at the Halton 
Regional Centre to recognize the partners they have worked with through the 
years including Halton Regional Police and other police agencies in the region, the 
Canadian Border Services, the Ontario Humane Society and the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources. 

Other partners recognized included Halton’s four Chamber of Commerce groups, 
which were instrumental in the formation of Crime Stoppers and have provided 
support through the years, local Fire Services, the Halton District School Board 
and the Halton Catholic District School Board, the Canadian Distillers Association, 
Ontario’s Alcohol and Gaming Commission, Halton Region Community and Social 
Services, the Canadian Bankers Association, Mac’s Crime Busters and the Canadian 
Insurance Bureau, as well as many others.

In addition, all local media outlets have been tremendous supporters of Halton Crime 
Stoppers since its inception, including the Metroland Community Newspaper Group, 
which publishes the Oakville Beaver, Burlington Post, the Georgetown Independent 
and Free Press and the Milton Canadian Champion. Other strong media supporters 
are Cogeco Cable, Snap newspapers, CHCH-TV and all local radio stations.

“Crime Stoppers benefits from the support provided by our partners, but the real 
winners are the residents across Halton who live in one of the safest areas in Canada,” 
said Jennifer L. Olchowy, Chair of the Crime Stoppers Month launch committee.  

2016 Open House and Theme Launch
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Speakers at the launch included Norm Bellefontaine, Chair of Halton Crime Stoppers, Police Chief Steve Tanner, Jamie Frye, 
an intelligence analyst with the Ontario Racing Commission, Paula Norlock, Provincial Enforcement Specialist with the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, and John Sawyer, President of the Oakville Chamber of Commerce. 

A number of proclamations or letters of support were prepared by the municipalities, which comprise Halton and Halton 
Region Chair Gary Carr, recognized the efforts of Crime Stoppers saying the cooperation, trust and team environment 
fostered with Halton Police, the local media and resident of Halton have created an invaluable partnership that benefits 
all of us.

“Halton Regional Council is committed to the health and safety of our residents, and it is a privilege to have organizations 
like Crime Stoppers of Halton and Halton Regional Police Services working in our community toward the same goal,” Carr’s 
letter states. 

“Your diligence and hard work does not go unnoticed and is greatly appreciated,” he said. “On behalf of Regional Council, 
I’d like to say thank you to the volunteers, partners and supporter of Crime Stoppers of Halton for your dedication to 
creating a safe community and for helping to preserve our quality of life. Working together, we can help ensure that Halton 
remains a great place to work, raise a family and retire.”

Halton Hills Mayor Rick Bonnette commended Crime Stoppers for making all communities within the Region safer places 
to live, work and raise families. 

“On behalf of the Council for the Town of Halton Hills, I offer our collective support in all of your 2016 Crime Stoppers 
endeavours,” Bonnette’s letter stated. “This year Crime Stoppers is focusing their efforts on the partnerships in our 
community and the Town of Halton Hills is proud to be a partner.”

He also thanked the volunteers, partners and supporters of Crime Stoppers saying their efforts contribute to the quality 
of life we enjoy and also said “for the sixth consecutive year, our region has been named the safest large municipality in 
Canada.”

A proclamation from Oakville Mayor Rob Burton says the success of Halton Crime Stoppers, a non-profit, charitable 
organization, is due to a partnership between the Halton Police Service, the community and media, but required continuing 
recognition and support from all levels of government to ensure the program can continue the level of success achieved 
through the years.   

“Crime Stoppers of Halton has been extremely effective not only in assisting police to fight crime, but has also undertaken 
a number of initiatives to improve the quality of life and make things safer for resident of communities within Halton 
Region,” Mayor Burton said. 

A proclamation from Milton Mayor Gord Krantz also cited the success Crime Stoppers has had in improving community 
safety and Burlington Mayor Rick Goldring said the incredible success of Crime Stoppers is due to the continued support 
from residents and organization. 

“We all benefit when concerned people watch out for each other and report crimes to appropriate authorities,” Mayor 
Goldring said. “This type of support between residents and our police improves the quality of life and safety for the entire 
community.”

Crime Stoppers programs across Canada and other parts of the world have celebrated Crime Stoppers Month since 1986 
when the delegates at the annual Crime Stoppers International training conference in Edmonton adopted January as the 
official date for the observance. 

Since that time Crime Stoppers Month has been recognized by various world leaders including a number of U.S. Presidents, 
several Canadian Prime Ministers and Queen Elizabeth, as well as police leaders worldwide, including several directors of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Commissioners of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and heads of state, provincial 
and municipal law enforcement organizations. 
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Captain Canuck introduces Crime Stopper Sidekick
Lauren Sybydlo - Just in time for Crime Stoppers Month, Mac’s Convenience Stores and Crime Stoppers allied with 
Captain Canuck in celebration of the 40th Anniversary edition of the Canadian comic book. Throughout the month 
of January, Captain Canuck comics were exclusively distributed for free by Mac’s Convenience Stores from Ontario to 
British Columbia and through local Crime Stoppers programs across Canada.  

Captain Canuck is a comic book superhero created by cartoonist Ron Leishman and artist/writer Richard Comely that 
first appeared in 1975.  The series was the first successful Canadian comic book in the country.  

This time, Captain Canuck has teamed up with Crime Stopper, a police officer who transforms himself into a super-
action hero, to track down gang members who were staging robberies in the GTA. The comic educates its readers 
on how Crime Stoppers works in a captivating way. It also reinforces the fact that people calling tips to the program 
remain completely anonymous.

Sean Sportun, Director with Ontario Association of Crime Stoppers and Manager of Security 
for Mac’s, David Forster, President of Ontario Association of Crime Stoppers and Det. Paul 

Proteau, Halton Regional Police Crime Stoppers Coordinator at official unveiling.
Photo Courtesy of Julie Slack, Canadian Champion

Sponsorship Opportunities

As a registered charitable organization, Crime Stoppers of Halton relies upon the financial support of citizens and 
corporate sponsors such as yourself to help with the promotion of the program and to pay the cash rewards for tips 
that lead to an arrest. Show your customers, neighbours and colleagues your commitment to a safer and crime-free 
community by becoming a sponsor. Please help us keep Halton as one of the safest communities in Canada, allowing 
people living in Burlington, Oakville, Milton, Georgetown and Acton to continue to enjoy a high quality of life and 
strong sense of security.

Available sponsorship opportunities:
• Platinum Sponsor - $10,000/year
• Gold Sponsor - $5,000/year
• Silver Sponsor - $1.000/year
• Bronze Sponsor - $500/year
• Road Sign Sponsor - $1,000/year (save 15% on a 3 year sponsorship)

For more information on our sponsorship opportunities please visit www.haltoncrimestoppers.com and click “Supprt 
Us” or contact Crime Stoppers of Halton at haltocrimestoppers@cogeco.net or at 905.825.4747 x 5139.
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Crime Stoppers of Halton Receives Over 1,000 Tips in 2015 

Cal Millar & Paul Proteau - For the first time in the history of the program, Halton Crime Stoppers has received more 
than 1,000 tips in the calendar year.

The 1,000 mark was reached in mid-November and more than 100 additional tips have been received since then on a 
variety of unsolved crimes in the area. From 2012 to 2014 Halton Crime Stoppers recorded roughly 900 tips per year.

Detective Constable Paul Proteau, coordinator of Halton’s Crime Stoppers program, said various promotional campaigns 
throughout 2015, including public service announcements in Cineplex theatres this past summer and efforts to acquaint 
high school students with Crime Stoppers, have greatly improved awareness of the program.

“Statistics show an increased number of tips almost every month from last year’s figures with a record 161 tips received 
in June,” Proteau said. “People obviously have confidence in the Crime Stoppers program and it is through information 
they provide anonymously that an increasing number of crimes are being solved.”

Because of the confidential nature of Crime Stoppers, he said it is impossible to be specific, but the program has 
received calls related to homicides, drugs, sexual assaults, fraud, impaired driving, and thefts, just to name a few. Crime 
Stoppers also takes non-criminal information on driving offences, cruelty to animals, contraband tobacco and mental 
health.

Proteau said the program’s full year-end statistics will be released at the official launch of Crime Stoppers Month 
scheduled for January 11 at the Halton Region Centre. At that time, Halton Crime Stoppers will also highlight some of 
the partners, ie. the police, media and community, who have worked closely to ensure the success of the program to 

assist in keeping communities safe and secure.

Spring Shred: Mark Your Calendars for May 7 & 8!

Now that tax season is over, it is time to safely and securely dispose of your personal and financial documents. This May, 
Crime Stoppers of Halton will be teaming up again with FileBank to raise funds for the Crime Stoppers program and to 
combat identity theft. Halton businesses are invited to bring their confidential documents to be shredded safely and 
securely by FileBank’s mobile shredding truck. We will be onsite from 9 am to 3 pm both days.

Crime Stoppers would like to thank our partners at FileBank for making this event possible. Our Halloween Shred 
raised over $1,800 and shredded over 4,000 lbs of confidential documents. Thank you to everyone who came out and 
supported this event.
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Golfing for a Safer Halton

Lauren Sybydlo - Crime Stoppers of Halton would like to thank our 
participants, sponsors, donors and volunteers for their generous 
support of our 8th Annual Charity Golf Tournament.  It turned 
out to be a wonderful success with over $14,000 raised. This 
amount will help us pay out cash rewards for tips that lead to 
an arrest and fund awareness initiatives to educate those living 
and working in Halton Region of the Crime Stoppers Program. 

We had such a great time last year, that we have decided return to the 
Royal Ontario Golf Club again this year. This year, Crime Stoppers of Halton 
is proud to present Long Drivers of Canada’s, Brett Cleverdon, who is well 
known as one of the best trick shot golfers in the world. He will amaze you 
with his trick shot show and ability to hit 400 yard drives on the course. 

Join us in helping to keep Halton Region as the safest regional 
municipality in Canada to raise a family or do business. Register 
today at www.haltoncrimestoppers.com. See you in September!

Social Media as a Crime-Stopping Tool

Lauren Sybydlo - Social media has become an integral tool in the Crime Stoppers’ arsenal 
for fighting crime across the Halton Region.  Before the days of the hashtag, Tweets, and 
the “Follow” button, Crime Stoppers relied solely on crime re-enactment videos, radio, 
and newspaper articles to get the word out on unsolved crime to the community. These 
effective methods are still in use today with the support of our media partners; however, 
social media adds another outlet for Crime Stoppers to stream information to the public. 
Now members of the community can take action themselves to keep their community 
safe just by hitting “Like” or sharing a post on their page. 

Not only is social media another channel to spread the awareness and solicit information 
about unsolved crime to the community, it is also a way for Crime Stoppers to give 
insight into our organization and the people and businesses who stand behind it. From 
live-tweeting at our events, to sharing photos and videos of our amazing volunteers and 
sponsors making a difference in our community, social media is a way to showcase all of 
the vital components that make up our not-for-profit.  And we admit it – we are having 
fun with it too. From #TipTuesday to #ThrowbackThursday, social media has given us an 
avenue to think outside the box and present our message in new and creative ways.
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Sponsor Highlight:

Lauren Sybydlo - For the past 28 years, FileBank has been providing companies in Halton with customized records and 
information management solutions. In 2015, FileBank partnered with Crime Stoppers of Halton to not only help battle 
identity theft and fraud, but also raise much-needed funds for the Crime Stoppers program. 

“It is the perfect partnership as all FileBank’s services are geared towards security and confidentiality,” explains 
FileBank Sales Manager Marcia Snow, who has been with FileBank for 11 years.  “We are thrilled to partner with 
Crime Stoppers of Halton and help raise money for a wonderful and important organization, at the same time bringing 
awareness to the community about our services.”

On Halloween, FileBank provided their mobile shredding trucks for Crime Stoppers’ Shred Event Fundraiser where 
Halton residents and businesses brought their confidential documents to be shredded safely and securely. This event 
helped to raise over $1,800.  

“Myself and both our Operations and Sales team cannot say enough about the wonderful people we have met through 
Crime Stoppers. Everyone has such pride and dedication in keeping their community safe,” says Marcia Snow. 

Throughout Canada, incidences of identity theft are on the rise. When personal information lands in the trash instead 
of being properly destroyed, it increases the chance of identity theft.

FileBank’s residential shredding services offer Halton homeowners a reliable, identity-theft prevention solution. The 
same NAID AAA Certified shredding processes we use to protect the privacy of businesses throughout the Halton Area 
are used to destroy your personal documents. These include:

* Financial statements
* Bills
* Medical and tax records
* Pay stubs
* Legal documents
* Cancelled cheques

FileBank bonded employees will pick up your documents at your residence or provide mobile shredding right at your 
site.  For further information, please contact us at (416) 798-1404.
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Halton Crime Stoppers Joins the Fight against Contraband Tobacco

Lauren Sybydlo - This past November, Crime Stoppers of 
Halton joined forces with the National Coalition Against 
Contraband Tobacco (NCACT) in a joint campaign to stop 
the purchase of illegal cigarettes. Contraband tobacco is a 
major issue, especially in Ontario where more than 1 in 3 
cigarettes purchased in 2014 were illegal. What many don’t 
know is that not only is contraband tobacco fueling youth 
access to smoking, but it also funds organized crime. 

How do you identify contraband cigarettes? According to 
the RCMP, the clear plastic re-sealable bags or “baggies” of 
200 cigarettes are the most commonly found form of illegal 
tobacco. Furthermore, tobacco products that have no tear 
strip or stamp, no manufacturing name and address or 
permit numbers are illegal products.  Contraband tobacco 
can also be identified by how inexpensive it is to buy. A bag 
of 200 cigarettes can sell for as little as $8.

The Crime Stoppers / NCACT campaign erected ads at local 
GO Stations and bus shelters, encouraging community 
members to report to report information about the sale, 
manufacture or distribution of illegal cigarettes anonymously 
to Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

Organized Crime Facts

• Organized crime groups use the lucrative trade in contraband tobacco to finance other, more serious, criminal 
activities. Contraband tobacco smuggling is often accompanied by drugs and guns.

• Contraband tobacco is funding criminal organizations with links to other illegal activity such as firearms and drug 
smuggling. As of 2011, the RCMP has identified about 175 organized crime groups involved in the trafficking of 
contraband tobacco.

• Lab analysis shows that insect eggs, dead flies, mould, even human feces have appeared in contraband cigarettes.

For more information about contraband tobacco, visit stopcontrabandtobacco.ca

Crime Stoppers of Halton Selected as One of Hudson’s Bay Giving Day Recipients

Lauren Sybydlo - Once again, Crime Stoppers of Halton was selected 
as one of Hudson’s Bay Giving Day charity recipients.

Crime Stoppers’ volunteers were out in full force at Oakville Place 
on March 24 selling $5 Giving Day Tickets. With the purchase of a 
ticket, patrons were eligible to receive up to 20% off their purchases 
at Hudson’s Bay that day.  100% of the proceeds from ticket sales 
were donated to Crime Stoppers of Halton!

We would like to extend our gratitude to Hudson’s Bay Oakville 
Place for providing Crime Stoppers of Halton with the opportunity 
to raise funds to keep Halton safe.  
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Did yo
u know?

A Message from the Board Chair

Doug Maybee - An exciting new chapter has begun at Crime Stoppers of Halton. 

In January, the Board developed and finalized a strategic plan that identifies our priorities 
and action plans to take us from 2016 to 2018.

It’s an exciting time for the organization. This strategic plan will unleash our potential 
to perform even more efficiently and effectively with a Board organized into formalized 
committees focused on achieving our vision to be the community partner residents and 
businesses value and respect to help keep Halton the safest regional municipality in 
Canada. 

Over the three-year period, our Board committees will deliver on nine goals relating 
to organizational development, profile and resources. These committees have the mandate to take actions that help us 
deliver on our mission to help prevent and solve crime by providing a means of reporting criminal and illegal activity, with 
guaranteed anonymity, through cooperation with the police, the media and the community. 

Our Finance Committee will increase our financial and physical resources. Our Governance Committee will maximize our 
Board’s effectiveness. Our Volunteer Committee will grow and develop our base of volunteers, who are so valuable to our 
success. Our PR and Marketing committee will raise the profile of the organization, increase community connections and 
capitalize on the Crime Stoppers brand.  

We now have the structure in place that will allow the Board to tap the tremendous experience, strengths, energy and 
enthusiasm the staff and directors bring to the organization and enhance our financial growth and operational effectiveness 
with a heightened profile in the community, supported by an engaged team of capable volunteers. 

As your Chair, I am committed to our team’s success, and I thank the Board members, staff and volunteers for their ongoing 
commitment to Crime Stoppers of Halton and to the citizens of Halton.

Community members sent to the slammer to raise money for Crime Stoppers

A Jail-A-Thon fundraiser was held at Burlington Mall on October 17, where community leaders and citizens were locked 
up in a makeshift jail following mock trials held throughout the day.  In order to regain their freedom, the jailbirds had to 
raise the bail set by the volunteer judges. 

All of the proceeds raised were donated directly to the Crime Stoppers of Halton that is helping to make the regional 
municipality of the Halton Region one of the safest in Canada to raise a family and do business. The funds are used to pay 
out tip awards for information that helps solve crime and to raise awareness on the Crime Stoppers program.

A new jail was constructed for the event 
by Grades 9 to 12 students at Corpus 
Christi Secondary School in Burlington 
with materials generously donated by 
the Burlington Home Depot. 

Crime Stoppers of Halton would like to 
thank the Halton community for their 
support.  Thank you to all those who 
volunteered, promoted, and donated 
to the Jail-A-Thon.  Together we raised 
$6,000.
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Volunteer Highlight: Colin Jessome
Lauren Sybydlo - Colin Jessome 
has only been volunteering 
with Crime Stoppers of Halton 
for a short time, but he has 
already made a big impact 
on our organization. Prior to 
June 2015, Colin was looking 
to be part of an organization 
that supported community 
engagement and made a 
difference to crime rates in his 
neighbourhood.  “I have been 
aware of this organization 
since I was a teen in the 80s,” 
explains Colin. “A volunteer 
organization like this, with 
international recognition, tells 
the bad guys that anyone could 
be watching.” 

Fast-forward to March 2016 and Colin has not only volunteered for almost every Crime 
Stoppers event, but he has also coordinated the donation of 100 newly-designed 
Crime Stoppers’ t-shirts for volunteers. His contributions don’t stop there. Increasing 
awareness of the Crime Stoppers program throughout Halton and beyond is something 
that Colin feels strongly about: “I wanted to play any part that was needed to assist in 
the awareness, fundraising, and processing of tips.” When Crime Stoppers of Halton 
posts anything on Facebook, Colin is always the first person to “Like” it, thus spreading 
the word about the organization. 

When asked what advice he could give someone looking to volunteer, Colin says, “If 
you are looking to be a part of a diverse group who values community, safety and 
awareness, join Crime Stoppers of Halton. You will meet new people and engage 
the community in a unique way, while helping to further reduce crime in your 
neighbourhood.”

If you are interested in volunteering with Crime Stoppers of Halton, visit 
www.haltoncrimestoppers.com and click “Join Us”.

 
Crime Stoppers of 

Halton 
 

1151 Bronte Road 
Oakville, Ontario 

L6M 3L1

Contact us at:
haltoncrimestoppers@cogeco.net

Phone: 905-825-4747 x 5139
www.haltoncrimestoppers.com

 

Board of Directors:
Doug Maybee - Chair
Cal Millar - Vice Chair
Ted Salter - Secretary

Rod Piukkala - Treasurer
Curt Allen - Director

Nadia Dimitroff - Director
Bob Maich - Director

Jennifer L. Olchowy - Past Chair
Wally Trapler - Director
Jan Westcott - Director
David Wood-  Director

D/Cst. Paul Proteau - Police 
Coordinator

Lauren Sybydlo - Administrative                           
Coordinator

 

A safer community is 
your call!

Did yo
u know? • Crime Stoppers is not part of the Police. 

• We are an independent charitable organization governed by a volunteer 
Board of Directors made up of citizens representing all areas of Halton.

• Crime Stoppers does not subscribe to call display and calls are not recorded.
• When submitting an online tip, the IP address is scrambled to maintain the 

tipster’s anoymity. 


